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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN CRITICISM OF U.S. TRADE ACT CONTINUES 

1 . SUMMARY - VENEZUELA’S AMBASSADOR TO THE OAS TOOK ANOTHER 
SWIPE AT THE U.S. TRADE ACT PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR WASHINGTON. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. VENEZUELA’S AMBASSADOR TO THE OAS, DR. JOSE MARIA MACHIN, 

CRITICIZED THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING CONGRESS, FOR NOT 
MAKING A SINCERE EFFORT TO ELIMINATE THE EXCLUSION OF VENEZUELA 
AND THE OTHER OPEC MEMBERS FROM THE BENEFITS OF GSP OF THE U.S. 

TRADE ACT. MACHIN MADE THE STATEMENT TO THE PRESS IN CARACAS 
ON JANUARY 4 PRIOR TO RETURNING TO WASHINGTON WHERE HE IS 
SCHEDULED TO BE PRESIDENT OF OAS PERMANENT COUNCIL FOR THE NEXT 
THREE MONTHS. HE SAID "IT IS CERTAIN THAT NEITHER THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT NOR THE CONGRESS HAVE MADE SINCERE EFFORTS TO REFORM 
THE DISCRIMINATORY AND COERCIVE NORMS OF THE LAW." HE ADMITTED THAT 
A FEW ISOLATED CONGRESSMEN HAD MADE EFFORTS TO AMEND THE LAW, 

BUT THAT THESE MOTIONS WERE RELEGATED TO THE "CORNER WHERE THINGS 
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DIE FROM FORGETFULNESS AND LACK OF INTEREST." HE CONCLUDED THAT 
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"NORTH AMERICA HAD BETTER UNDERSTAND THAT FOR NORMAL COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS TO EXIST BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS, A HIGH SENSE OF 
JUSTICE MUST PREDOMINATE. PRECISELY THAT DOES NOT CHARACTERIZE 
THE AFOREMENTIONED LAW." 

3. COMMENT - MACHIN'S STATEMENT TO THE PRESS EMPHASIZES THE FACT 
THAT VENEZUELA'S EXCLUSION FROM THE GSP CONTINUES TO BE A 
FESTERING SORE IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS, AS WELL AS A PROVEN 
WAY FOR VENEZUELA TO MAKE POINTS WITH THE LDCS IN INTERNATIONAL 
FORA. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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